
Revised 1/27/2023  Page 1 of 9 
 

 
INDEPENDENT EDUCATIONAL EVALUATION POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
The Corona-Norco Unified School District ("CNUSD") has developed this policy, corresponding procedures, 
and criteria, which govern independent educational evaluations. Parents should be sure to read the entire 
document carefully. The policy, procedures and criteria are intended to be read in conjunction with one 
another as one comprehensive document. Parents who need additional information about obtaining an 
independent educational evaluation(s) should contact the office of the SELPA Administrator at (951) 736-
5090. 
 

I. Notice To Parents 
 
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) specifies, through its implementing regulations, that 
the parents/guardians of a child with a disability have the right to obtain an independent educational 
evaluation of their child at public expense, subject to certain provisions. 
 
Parents should read this document before obtaining or paying for an independent educational evaluation. 
This document may limit your right to reimbursement. Please contact the school site program specialist to 
discuss your evaluation questions and options. The district will not automatically reimburse parents who 
unilaterally obtain independent educational evaluations. 
 

II. Definitions  
 
An "independent educational evaluation" is an evaluation conducted by a qualified examiner who is not 
employed by the school district.  
 
"Public expense" refers to the school district that either pays for the cost of the evaluation or ensures the 
evaluation is otherwise provided at no cost to the parent. 
 

III. Parameters For Seeking Independent Educational Evaluations  
 

Parents have the right to an independent educational evaluation at public expense if they disagree with an 
evaluation completed by the school district, subject to the SELPA’s policy, procedures, and criteria 
specified in this document.  
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Notification to District  
 
A parent must first inform the school district that the parent: (1) disagrees with the school district’s 
evaluation; and (2) is requesting an independent educational evaluation at public expense. Parents are 
encouraged to provide this information by submitting a written request to school site’s Administrator or to 
communicate this information to the student’s IEP team during an IEP meeting.  
 
The parent may only request one publicly-funded independent educational evaluation in writing for each 
evaluation completed by the school district. If a parent disagrees with an evaluation by the school district 
and seeks an independent educational evaluation at public expense, the school district, without 
unnecessary delay, will either initiate a due process hearing to show that its evaluation is appropriate or will 
ensure that the District provides an independent educational evaluation at public expense.  
 
A parent seeking an independent educational evaluation at public expense must submit their written notice 
within two (2) years from the date of the school district assessment with which they disagree.  
 

IV. Explanation of Disagreement  
 

If the parent requests an independent educational evaluation at public expense, the school district may ask 
the parent(s) for a reason why they object to the school district’s evaluation. However, the school district 
may not require the parent(s) to provide an explanation and may not unreasonably delay either providing 
the independent educational evaluation at public expense or requesting the due process hearing to defend 
its evaluation. 
 

V. District Response to Request for an Independent Educational Evaluation  
 

If parents of a school district student request an independent educational evaluation at public expense, the 
school district may attempt to resolve the issue with the parents by taking these steps:  
 

1. The Special Education Administrator will be notified.  
 

2. Upon receipt of the request, the district will provide parents a copy of the SELPA policy, 
procedures, and criteria for independent educational evaluations, which includes information 
regarding where the parents may obtain independent educational evaluations, as well as the 
Notice of Procedural Safeguards. 

 
3. The school district may request to review its evaluation with the parents to identify the areas of 

disagreement. However, parents are not obligated to explain why they disagree with the 
district’s evaluation. The district may offer the parent the option of another evaluation 
conducted by a district staff member from another school site.  If the parent selects this option, 
then it must be documented in writing that the parent agrees to withdraw or postpone his or her 
request for an independent educational evaluation until the new district assessment is 
completed.  If parent does not agree to postpone his or her request for an independent 
educational evaluation, then the district will timely comply with step 4 below. 
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4. The district will provide a prior written notice (PWN) stating whether it is providing or denying 
the independent educational evaluation. If the district is providing the independent educational 
evaluation, it will attach a copy of the SELPA policy, procedures, and criteria for independent 
educational evaluations, which includes information regarding where the parents may obtain 
independent educational evaluations, as well as the notice of procedural safeguards. The 
district will also request the evaluator that the parents select, provided the assessor meets the 
SELPA criteria. If the district denies the request for the independent educational evaluation, the 
district will provide the prior written notice with a copy of the SELPA policy for independent 
educational evaluations and will timely comply with step 7 below. 

 
5. Upon receipt of the parent’s selection of the evaluator, the district will provide parents a prior 

written notice stating whether that evaluator meets the SELPA criteria for independent 
educational evaluations and request a release of information form. If the district is granting the 
request for a particular evaluator that meets the SELPA criteria, it will inform the parents that it 
is granting their request. If the district is denying the request for a particular evaluator that does 
not meet the SELPA criteria, the district will provide the parents the opportunity to 
demonstrate, in writing, that unique circumstances justify using an evaluator that does not 
comply with the SELPA criteria.  

 
6. Upon receipt of parent’s response, the district will provide a prior written notice stating whether 

the parents have demonstrated that unique circumstances justify using an evaluator that does 
not comply with the SELPA criteria. If the district determines that parents have demonstrated 
the unique circumstances to justify using an evaluator that does not comply with the SELPA 
criteria, the district will inform the parents that it will contract with the evaluator. If the district 
determines that parents have not demonstrated that unique circumstances justify using an 
evaluator that does not comply with the SELPA criteria, the district will provide parents with a 
prior written notice denying their request and will timely comply with step 7 below.  

 
7. The district will determine whether to request a due process hearing to establish the 

appropriateness of its evaluation or to demonstrate that the parents’ selected assessor does 
not comply with the SELPA policy, procedures, and criteria and/or that unique circumstances 
do not exist to justify the use of an assessor that does not meet the SELPA criteria. Without 
unnecessary delay, the district must either request a due process hearing or must ensure that 
it provides an independent educational evaluation at public expense.  

 
The independent educational evaluation must be consistent with the location limitations, the minimum 
qualifications, and the cost limitations as set forth in this policy, and consistent with the criteria that the 
district uses when it initiates an independent evaluation. As part of an independent educational evaluation, 
the examiner shall follow the guidelines, board policies, and administrative regulations for school district 
evaluations, which include, but are not limited to, observing the student in the appropriate setting as 
appropriate.  
 
If the district chooses to request a due process hearing to demonstrate that its evaluation is appropriate, it 
must provide the parent with a prior written notice of its refusal to provide an independent educational 
evaluation. It must also request the due process hearing without unnecessary delay. If the school district 
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requests a due process hearing and the final decision is that the school district’s evaluation is appropriate, 
the parent still has the right to an independent educational evaluation, but not at public expense. 
 

VI. Procedures for Observations by Independent Educational Evaluators  
 

Independent evaluators have an equivalent opportunity to observe a special education student in his or her 
current placement and any placement proposed by the educational agency if the district’s assessment 
includes, or its assessment procedures permit, such an observation.  
 
The SELPA has established the following procedures and guidelines for these observations:  
 

 Independent educational evaluators should notify the school site program specialist with the details 
of their independent educational evaluation;  

 Independent educational evaluators should provide at least forty-eight (48) business hours' notice 
to the school site’s program specialist prior to any observation of a student in a district placement. 
Program specialist will notify the assessor if their requested observation schedule has been 
approved.  

 Independent educational evaluator should comply with the District’s Visitor Policy:  

o CNUSD believes there is a safer way to monitor visitors on our campus’s and will be 
replacing the paper visitor sign-in sheets with the Raptor Visitor Management System. You 
will continue to be required to present your identification to the office staff. Accepted forms 
of identification are as follows: 

 Any state issued driver’s license or identification card  

 Matrícular Consular card  

 Military ID (active duty or retired)  

 Permanent resident card  

o In order to protect the privacy of other students, there will be no videotaping or recording 
allowed during the observations.  Additionally, to prevent interruptions of classroom 
instruction, there should be no direct contact with students while observing. 

o If the independent evaluator wished to discuss the observation with district staff, advanced 
notification of this request will be necessary, so that adequate coverage of students can be 
arranged.  Interviews or discussions with staff shall be limited to certificated staff. 

o Independent evaluators are required to follow any and all District policies and regulations 
related to the observation of students within the education setting 

VII. Consideration of the Independent Educational Evaluation  
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Independent educational evaluations are designed to provide information regarding the educational needs 
of students with disabilities. In accordance with the law, the district will consider all the recommendations 
from the independent educational evaluations completed in accordance with this policy, procedures, and 
criteria. However, independent educational evaluations will not control the school district’s determinations 
and the IEP team will not consider the independent educational evaluation if it is not completed by a 
qualified professional, as determined by the district and as stated in this policy. 
 
 

VIII. Parent Initiated Independent Educational Evaluations 
 
If the parent obtains an independent educational evaluation at private expense, the results of the 
evaluation: 

 Must be considered at an IEP team meeting after a copy of the report is provided to the district; 

 Any decision made with respect to the provisions of FAPE to the student will be an IEP team 
decision; and 

 May be presented as evidence at a due process hearing regarding that student, if necessary. 
 

IX. Evaluations Ordered by Hearing Officers 
 

If a hearing officer orders an independent educational evaluation as part of the remedies from a hearing, 
the cost of the evaluation must be at the district’s expense. 
 
 

X. Circumstances Resulting in the District not Funding an Evaluation 
 

The school district does not have an obligation to reimburse parents for privately obtained evaluations 
obtained prior to the date that the school district’s evaluation is completed. The school district does not 
need to reimburse parents for privately-obtained evaluations if the parent disagrees with the school 
district’s evaluation and independently seeks a private evaluation without first notifying the school district of 
their disagreement with the school district’s assessment and requesting an independent educational 
evaluation. 
 

CRITERIA FOR INDEPENDENT EDUCATIONAL EVALUATIONS 

 
XI. Location Limitations for Evaluators 

 
Independent Educational Evaluators must be located within 50 miles of the CNUSD District office located at 
2820 Clark Ave. Norco, CA 92860, with the exception of CAPD assessors distance limit of 55 miles and 
speech and language assessors distance limit of 65 miles. Independent Evaluators outside this area will be 
approved only on an exceptional basis, providing the parents can demonstrate in writing the exceptional 
circumstances exist to justify using personnel outside the specified area.  The parents should submit this in 
writing to the school site’s Program Specialist.  If the District determines that exceptional circumstances do 
not exist, the district may file for a due process hearing to demonstrate the parents’ selected evaluator does 
not meet the SELPA criteria. 
 



Revised 1/27/2023  Page 6 of 9 
 

XII. Cost Limitations for Evaluations 

 
The cost of independent educational evaluations shall be subject to the maximum allowable amounts specified in this 
policy, which shall include observations, administration and scoring of tests, report writing, and attendance (in person 
or telephonically) at the IEP team meeting to discuss the findings upon an invitation from the school district. The 
maximum allowable amount is based, in part, on rate information gathered from qualified assessors in and around 
the SELPA’s area. Costs above the maximum allowable amounts specified in this policy will not be approved unless 
the parent can demonstrate in writing that unique circumstances justify going above the pertinent maximum allowable 
amount. The parents should submit this in writing to the school site’s Program Specialist.  If the District determines 
that exceptional circumstances do not exist, the district may file for a due process hearing to demonstrate the 
parents’ selected evaluator does not meet the SELPA criteria. 
 
As part of the contracted independent educational evaluation, the examiner must provide to the school district all 
protocols of all the assessments conducted, if requested, and provide a written report to the school district prior to the 
IEP team meeting. Independent evaluators must release their assessment information, including protocols and 
results to CNUSD SELPA prior to receipt of payment for services.  The IEP team will consider the results of the 
independent evaluation and the IEP team will make decisions with respect to the provision of a free appropriate 
public education with regards to the student with disabilities as required by the IDEA and/or Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  However, the IEP team’s obligation to consider the independent educational evaluation 
does not obligate the team to accept the evaluation and/or any or all of its recommendations. 
 

XIII. Qualifications for Evaluators 

 
All independent educational evaluations must be conducted by evaluators competent to perform the assessment as 
determined by these criteria, as well as any other criteria, the school district uses when it conducts an assessment to 
the extent those criteria are consistent with the parent’s right to an independent educational evaluation.   All 
independent educational evaluations must be conducted in accordance with all of the requirements and limitations of 
state and federal law that apply to school district assessments, including but not limited to observing the student in 
the appropriate setting (E.C. §§ 56327) and conducting evaluations in accordance with Education Code § 56320. 
Independent evaluators with credentials other than those listed below will not be approved unless the parent can 
demonstrate in writing the necessity of using an evaluator meeting other qualifications and/or with other credentials. 
The parents should submit this in writing to the school site’s Program Specialist.  If it is determined that exceptional 
circumstances do not exist, the district may file for a due process hearing to demonstrate the parents’ selected 
evaluator does not meet the SELPA criteria. 
 

XIV. Conflict of Interest  
 
The District will make every effort to ensure that there is no conflict of interest between the independent evaluators 
and any service recommended.  If the parents’ selected evaluator is later sought to provide services, the 
District/SELPA reserves the right to refuse to allow the evaluator to provide the recommended services due to a 
potential conflict of interest. Likewise, the District/SELPA may, in its discretion, refuse to fund services from an 
individual or agency who has conducted an independent educational evaluation for a particular student.   
 

XV. Cost Maximum and Minimum Qualifications 
 

Type of Assessment Cost Maximum Qualifications 

Adaptive Physical Education (APE) $1,600 Licensed Physical Therapist 
Licensed Occupational Therapists 
Credentialed Adaptive Physical Education Specialist 
Credentialed Teacher of the Physically Impaired 



Revised 1/27/2023  Page 7 of 9 
 

Assistive Technology (AT) $2,700 (1) License in Physical Therapy issued by a licensing 
agency within the Department of Consumer Affairs, 
where the utilization of assistive technology services 
falls within the scope of practice of physical therapy 
as defined in Business and Professions Code section 
2620 and implementing regulations;  
(2) License in Occupational Therapy issued by a 
licensing agency within the Department of Consumer 
Affairs;  
(3) License in Speech-Language Pathology issued by 
a licensing agency within the Department of 
Consumer Affairs or a valid document, issued by the 
California CTC, where the function of the assistive 
technology service is augmentative communication; 
(4) Baccalaureate degree in engineering with 
emphasis in assistive technology;  
(5) Baccalaureate degree in a related field of 
engineering with a graduate certificate in 
rehabilitation technology or assistive technology;  
(6) Certification from the Rehabilitation Engineering 
and Assistive Technology Society of North America 
and Assistive Technology Provider (RESNA/ATP);  
(7) Certificate in assistive technology applications 
issued by a regionally accredited post-secondary 
institution; or  
(8) Credential that authorizes special education 
physically impaired, orthopedically impaired, or 
severely impaired pupils 

Augmentative / Alternative 
Communication (AAC) 

$2,700 Credentialed Speech and Language Pathologist 
Licensed Speech and Language Pathologist 
Credentialed Assistive Technology Specialist 

 

Central Auditory Processing (CAPD) $2,400 (1) License in Audiology issued by a licensing agency 
within the Department of Consumer Affairs; or  
(2) Credential authorizing audiology services in the 
state of California  
 

Functional Behavior (FBA) $4,000 (1) Pupil Personnel Services Credential that 
authorizes school counseling or school psychology;  
(2) Credential authorizing the holder to deliver special 
education instruction;  
(3) License as a Marriage and Family Therapist 
certified by the Board of Behavioral Sciences, within 
the Department of Consumer Affairs;  
(4) License as a Clinical Social Worker by the Board 
of Behavioral Sciences, within the Department of 
Consumer Affairs;  
(5) License as an Educational Psychologist issued by 
a licensing agency within the Department of 
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Consumer Affairs;  
(6) License as a Psychologist regulated by the Board 
of Psychology, within the Department of Consumer 
Affairs; or  
(7) Master's degree issued by a regionally accredited 
post-secondary institution in education, psychology, 
counseling, behavior analysis, behavior science, 
human development, social work, rehabilitation, or in 
a related field.  
 

Functional Vision $1,750 (1) License as an Optometrist, Ophthalmologist, 
Physician or Surgeon, issued by a licensing agency 
within the Department of Consumer Affairs and 
authorizing the licensee to provide the services 
rendered; or  
(2) Credential authorizing vision instruction or 
services.  
 

Neuropsychological $6,800 (1) Pupil Personnel Services Credential that 
authorizes School Psychology;  
(2) License as an Educational Psychologist;  
(3) License as a Psychologist; or 
(4) Licensed Psychiatrist 
 

Occupational Therapy (OT) $2,100 License issued by the California Board of 
Occupational Therapy.  
 

Orientation and Mobility for the Blind $1,000 Credential that authorizes services in orientation and 
mobility instruction in the state of California.  
 

Physical Therapy (PT) $2,000 Physical Therapist license issued by the California 
Board of Medical Quality Assurance.  

Psychoeducational – To include, but 
not limited to: academic, adaptive 
functioning, cognition, psychological 
processing (auditory, visual, 
phonological processing), social 
emotional functioning, visual motor 

$6,500 (1) Pupil Personnel Services Credential that. 
authorizes School Psychology;  
(2) License as an Educational Psychologist; or  
(3) License as a Psychologist 
 

Speech and Language (S/L) $ 3,000 (1) Credentialed Speech and Language Pathologist; 
or 

(2) License issued by the California Speech-
Language Pathology, and Audiology and Hearing 
Aid Dispensers Board.  
 

Transition / Vocational $4,300 (1) Adult education credential with a career 
development authorization;  
(2) Credential that authorizes instruction in special 
education or vocational education; or  
(3) Pupil Personnel Services Credential that 
authorizes school counseling.  
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Visual Acuity / Perception / Vision 
Therapy 

$1,200 (1) Licensed as an Optometrist; or  
(2) Licensed as an Ophthalmologist.  
 

Educationally Related Mental Health 
Services (ERMHS) 

$4,000 (1) Pupil Personnel Services Credential that. 
authorizes School Psychology;  
(2) License as an Educational Psychologist; or  
(3) License as a Psychologist 
 

1:1 aide (SCIA) $3,500 (1) Pupil Personnel Services Credential that. 
authorizes School Psychology;  
(2) License as an Educational Psychologist; 
(3) License as a Psychologist 
 

 
 

Legal References: 
 
20 U.S.C. 1414(a)(1)(A) – Evaluations and Re-evaluations 
20 U.S.C. 1415(b)(6)(B) – Procedural Safeguards 
20 U.S.C. 1415(b)– Right to independent Educational Evaluation 
 
34 CFR 300.321 – Re-evaluations 
34 CFR 300.502 – Independent Educational Evaluations 
Comments to 34 CFR 300.502 Independent Educational Evaluations 
34 CFR 300.505 – Parent Consent – Evaluation 
34 CFR 300.537 – Re-Evaluations 
 
Education Code 56320 – Educational Needs; Requirements 
Education Code 56327 – Assessment Reports 
Education Code 56329 – Independent Educational Assessments 
Education Code 56381 – Re-assessments  
Education Code 56505(1) - Hearings 
 
Placentia-Yorba Linda USD, (2012) OAH Case No. 2012051153 
 
 
 
 


